
&

#
#

#
#

4
3

Tap part-
ner's stick

Tap own
sticks

Tap sticks
on floor

œ œ
œ

E

Ma koo ay

Ó x

R

Œ x Œ

x Œ Œ

œ œ
œ

ko tay o

Ó x

L
Œ x Œ

x Œ Œ

˙ œ œ

ay koo ee

Ó x

R

Œ x Œ

x Œ Œ

˙
œ

B 7

tah nah.

Ó x

L
Œ x Œ

x Œ Œ

- - - - -

&

#
#

#
#

Partner

Own

Floor

5

œ œ
œ

Ma koo ay

Ó x

R

Œ x Œ

x Œ Œ

œ œ
œ

ko tay o

Ó x

L
Œ x Œ

x Œ Œ

˙ œ œ

ay koo ee

Ó x

R

Œ x Œ

x Œ Œ

˙
œ

E

tah nah.

Ó x

L
Œ x Œ

x Œ Œ

- - - - -

Stick Song
Northwest Coast Native American

What other patterns can you and your partner create?

What about in groups of 4?

The text is pronounced pretty much as written.  
("Ma"  is pronounced "mah," and "ko" is pronounced "koh.")
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I've given 2 different examples of stick patterns.  Let your students see what other 
patterns they can come up with.

If you have a cooperative group, let them create patterns in groups of 3 or 4.  

About the key:  This song sounds nice and bright in E.  But if your E 
and B7 chords aren't the best, you have some options.  You could:

• Capo up 2 frets and still sing it in E.
• Sing it unaccompanied.
• Play D and A7 rather than E and B7, and sing the song in D.


